South Petherton Community Flood Group Progress Report No 8 —
September 2025

This report provides councillors (and residents) with the status of the efforts of the
Community Flood Group since the last report to the councillors in August and gives a
look ahead to the planned actions of the group and flood related agencies.

Progress Update

The Parish Council have formally written to Somerset Council to request a more
frequent road drain clearance schedule, currently some roads in the village are on a
four-year clearance cycle which is not helping with managing flood water. Residents are
asked to report blocked drains using the Somerset Council website Report a problem on
the road

Somerset Councillor Jo Roundwell-Greene visited the village on the 2" September to
view and discuss a number of the flood related issues with members of the flood group.
The councillor advised that Adam Dance was taking up the issue of poor mobile phone
signal with the relevant Minister. The poor signal is an issue during a power outage or
when a flooded resident loses power.

The redesign of the bridge and road in Silver Street to ensure more flood water flows
downstream rather than upstream, which is currently the case, is making slow but
steady progress. The Parish Councillors will be asked to support a grant for a pre-
planning application to modify the parapet of the bridge to allow more water to pass
through. The bridge is in a conservation area so an early pre — planning application may
save unnecessary design cost. The Environment Agency have been asked to support the
modifications with some written evidence that the proposed changes will reduce the
risk of flooding and not put others at risk.

A contractor has provided a quote for desilting the brook which runs through the village.
The work will be subject to the application and approval of Flood Risk Activity Permits
(FRAP’s) by the Environment Agency (EA). The flood group have submitted eight draft
FRAP’s to the EA in Bridgwater asking for guidance and costings. The feedback from the
EA suggests only one FRAP is required and they have provided an estimate for the cost.
A grant application as been submitted to the Parish Council along with a grant
application to the Trustees of the South Petherton Enhancement Fund to cover the
costs before final application of the FRAP and authority for the contractor to do the
work.

A Flood Café took place on Wednesday 10 September in the village library attended by a
number of residents. The EA advised that this would be the last funded event that they
would support. The attendees asked if the Community Flood Group would continue to
organise the sessions. The Flood Group meeting on 15" September agreed to the


https://www.somerset.gov.uk/roads-travel-and-parking/report-a-problem-on-the-road/
https://www.somerset.gov.uk/roads-travel-and-parking/report-a-problem-on-the-road/

ongoing support as did the library management group. The next meeting is scheduled
for the 5" November.

The Flood Group have been working with the Parish Council finance committee
members to prepare a flood support budget for 2026 — 27. To cover the cost of the
ongoing risk reduction activities and the establishing of a team of flood wardens and
community emergency volunteers.

Members of the flood group have started to visit flooded residents to discuss flood
plans and any support they may need in preparing for a flood event.

The Flood Mary Pod was in Ilminster this week and members of the group attended to
learn more about how to protect homes from flooding. The Flood Mary website is a
useful resource for flood resilience advice and equipment Home - Flood Mary

Recommendations and Next Steps

4 October—Walk the North Mills Brook rainfall catchment area. This walk is to explain to
residents the extent of the catchment area and some of the issues and potential
improvements that are being explored to reduce the risk of flooding.

11 October - Flood Group working party to develop the flood warden plans and
procedures.

15 October - Flood Resilience meeting organised by Somerset Prepared and the EA at
Taunton Racecourse

20 October - Flood Group Meeting at Blake Hall 18:30

A Riparian Workshop is being planned by the flood group with the support of the EA and
Somerset Rivers Authority. This workshop is aimed at owners of properties and
businesses which boarder the brook which runs through the village. It will explain the
responsibilities for maintaining the banks of the brook and the permits required to carry
out work. Dates are likely to be late October dependant on availability of the agencies.
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