
 

South Petherton Community Flood Group Progress Report No 19 – 
August 2026 

This report provides councillors (and residents) with the status of the efforts of the 
Community Flood Group since the last report to the councillors in July and gives a look 
ahead to the planned actions of the group and flood related agencies. 

Progress Update 

EVAG Visits – The flood coordinator and a member of EVAG (Rotary Charity) visited 
residents in Watergore and South Petherton to inspect the properties, discuss flood 
resilience measures and provide flood protection equipment in return for a small 
donation to the charity.  

Brook Clearance – The flood group are starting to prepare to clear the brook of 
vegetation in readiness for the winter rains, some initial work has been carried out, and 
the group have agreed to organise working parties to make more progress over the 
coming weeks. 

                                      

 



Environment Agency (EA) Insights – The flood group have provided Emma Giffard (EA) 
with some further information (insights) regarding the frustrations the group faced in 
applying for a permit (FRAP) to carry out work in the brook. The request for further 
insights via Emma came from her colleagues in the EA National Team. It’s hoped the 
information provided will help the EA streamline its permitting process. 

Flood Group Meeting Structure – Members of the group proposed some changes to 
the meeting structure with the view to becoming more action focussed. The Flood Café, 
weekly briefings and monthly reports are unchanged. The Flood Group monthly 
meetings will focus on progress and decisions by the group one month, and the 
following month will be dedicated to working meetings, for example budget and grant 
progress. The monthly meetings will continue to be held on the third Monday in the 
month. In addition, a new Flood Group Coordination meeting will be held in the second 
week of the month (day, time and venue to be confirmed) which will involve a smaller 
core group who will update progress of tasks and prepare the agenda for the following 
weeks Flood Group Meeting. 

A303 Drainage – Members of the group are starting to study the runoff from the A303 
and understand how and where it enters the village catchment and eventually the 
brook. Some good initial progress has been made working with landowners who are 
supporting the initiative. It’s hoped that if the drainage system can be understood it may 
be possible to introduce some measures which reduce the rate of runoff during periods 
of heavy rain. 

Flood Group Meeting – The meeting agreed the proposed meeting structure and agreed 
the following tasks which group members agreed to undertake: 

 Allotment Water Attenuation (supply allotments with water and slow the flow) 

 A303 Drainage 

 Mobile Mast (improve mobile phone signal) 

 Brook Working Parties (clear vegetation prior to winter rains) 

 Brook Culverts (inspections and clearance) 

 Update Operating Procedures (flood emergency planning) 

 Drain and Sewer Mapping 

 Flood Warden Recruitment 

 

 



Flood Café – The meeting in the village library took place as planned and received a very 
informative talk from Mak Bell of Wessex Water. It included: 

 

The use of the dialling code 112 to call the emergency services even when no 
mobile signal is available. 

The benefits of the Priority Service Register (see Wessex Water website). 

Benefits of having a meter installed. 

The Wessex Water drop-in sessions in the village library and the support that can 
be provided. 

Of particular interest to the group was the Wessex Water Watermark Programme which 
supports communities with water saving initiatives, environmental projects and 
education programmes. 

The attendees also agreed that the gift vouchers (£240) received from Somerset 
Prepared for supporting their investigation into how a flood café supports flooded 
communities, should be donated to the village library and the charity EVAG. 

 

Next Steps: 

16th September 2026 – Flood Café 14:00 Village Library  

21st September 2026 – Flood Group Meeting 18:30 Blake Hall 
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