
 

South Petherton Community Flood Group Progress Report No 17 – June 
2026 

This report provides councillors (and residents) with the status of the efforts of the 
Community Flood Group since the last report to the councillors in May and gives a look 
ahead to the planned actions of the group and flood related agencies. 

Progress Update 

Local School Children Flood Awareness – Members of the flood group joined MP 
Adam Dance, Somerset Rivers Authority Bel Deering and Somerset Rivers Authority 
Chair Mike Stanton to present the winners of the flood group logo competition. Adam 
presented certificates and small gifts to the 6 winners in front of all the children from 
the infant school and members of staff. The winning logo appears at the header of this 
monthly report. The event also featured in the school newsletter. 

 

 



Grant Application – Somerset Prepared have offered a grant which was accepted and 
the grant money is now with the parish clerk. This grant along with a parish council grant 
and a community donation will fund enough kit for 12 flood wardens, provide radios and 
an audible alarm which will be located in St James Mews. 

Flood Café – The meeting in the village library was well attended on the 17th June. Bel 
Deering and Paul Elliston from Somerset Rivers Authority facilitated the first of two 
workshops as part of some research by Somerset Council (Health Determinants 
Research Collaboration). The research is to establish if the flood café idea helps 
communities be more flood resilient and what makes them successful. The village 
agent and two representatives from Somerset Council joined the session. The attending 
residents and flood group members worked in two groups to “map” events after the 
January 2025 flood event. A second session is planned for 1st July. 

FRAP Report – The flood group have submitted a report to the EA Flood Resilience 
Officer, Emma Giffard. The report covers the difficulties the group faced in trying to 
obtain a permit to desilt sections of the brook. Emma was seeking to understand the 
difficulties South Petherton and other communities faced when trying to maintain water 
courses. 

Culvert Inspections – Members of the group inspected four of the five culverts through 
which the brook flows from Hele Lane to Silver Street. The culvert under the pavement 
at Hele Lane (sheep wash) and Burnworthy Care Home grounds needs specialist kit to 
inspect it properly. A request as been made to Somerset County Roads asking that they 
inspect and clear if required. 

Lampreys Development – Acorn SW have submitted a new planning application to 
Somerset Council to reduce the number of homes planned to be built on the site. The 
plans include the landscaping of land around the brook. The flood group have asked if 
the developer and planning department would consider landscaping the area in a way 
which would attain water during a flood. 

Compton Road Development – Stonewater and Fisher & Dean are proposing to build 
homes to the west of Compton Road. A member of the flood group has had some initial 
discussions with architects Boon & Boon to understand how the proposed underground 
attenuation tanks will operate. A local resident raised concerns with the flood group 
having understood water would be pumped from the tanks during/after a storm, its not 
clear if this is indeed the case or if true where the water would be pumped too. 

Wessex Water – Representatives of Wessex Water have agreed to attend a future flood 
café and flood group meeting to discuss several questions residents have regarding the 
water recycling plants capacity and operating procedures. 



Terms of Reference – The July parish council meeting will discuss and hopefully sign off 
the flood groups terms of reference which were due to be reviewed. Some minor 
amendments have been proposed by the flood group. 

Flood Advisory – The flood group monitored the weather on Thursday 25th June 2026 
given the Met Office amber warning for thunderstorms. Whilst considered low risk the 
nature of the flooding in other parts of the county earlier in the week (Monday) prompted 
the flood group to issue an advisory flood warning particularly since any flooding would 
occur at night. Local businesses and vulnerable residents were advised to consider 
implementing flood plans and flood wardens made aware help might be needed. 

Monthly Meeting - The flood group met on 15th June to progress various actions. 

Next Steps: 

1st July 2026 – Flood Café, Village Library 14:00 – 15:30 

20th July 2026 – Flood Group Meeting 18:30 Blake Hall 
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