South Petherton Community Flood Group Progress Report No 18 - July
2026

This report provides councillors (and residents) with the status of the efforts of the
Community Flood Group since the last report to the councillors in June and gives a look
ahead to the planned actions of the group and flood related agencies.

Progress Update

Grant Spend Progress — The flood group secretary and chair met with the parish clerk
to agree how the received grants would be managed in terms of spend and recording the
allocation and tracking of purchased equipment.

The audible alarm for St James Mews is on order with local contractor SES and Ofcom
have issued a radio licence for South Petherton Parish Council which authorise the use
of radios by our volunteer flood wardens.

Flood Café — The meeting in the village library was well attended on the 15 July. Bel
Deering and Paul Elliston from Somerset Rivers Authority facilitated this second and
final workshop as part of some research by Somerset Council (Health Determinants
Research Collaboration). The research is to establish if the flood café idea helps
communities be more flood resilient and what makes them successful.

Attendees have been offered a gift voucher for the sum of £20 for one of a selection of
stores. Attendees at earlier flood café meetings had discussed donating the vouchers to
the flood group and/or the library. A discussion/decision to made at the next flood café.

Parish Council Meeting 6" July - Members of the flood group presented to the
councillors at this meeting. Two topics were covered first was the flood groups
acceptance of the revised terms of reference and second was a plea from the group for
more support to try and make more progress more quickly with severalissues. The
response at the meeting was to identify councillor Steve Ashton as a point of contact
whilst councillor Jo Roundell-Greene recovers from sickness.

The flood group have provided the councillor with a list of issues which the group are
trying to progress.



Drone — A member of the flood group has been granted permission from a couple of
landowners to operate a drone from their land. The plan is to use the drone to film the
course of the brook. The film would then been used in flood warden training material.

Flood Group Meeting Structure Proposal — A proposal is to be put to the next flood
group meeting to modify the monthly meeting structure. One month the format would
be much the same as currently but with more focus on making group decisions, the
following month the meeting would be used to progress actions in subgroups, for
example a group focussed on budget and progress with the purchase of equipment. The
current format is more of a progress report meeting with much of this information
already stated in the weekly briefings.

The Flood Café, weekly briefings and monthly reports would not change.

Watergore — Residents from Watergore have asked for some support from the flood
group via the council office. Members of the group have visited the residents’ who suffer
from the nearby road flooding. Possible solutions have been discussed, and the flood
group have agreed to take further action.

Collapsed Wall - The wall which collapsed into the brook in January 2025 is to be
repaired by the contractor “Ten Counties Limited”. They recently reported that they have
applied for a permit from the Environment Agency (EA) to carry out the repairs and the
application was with the EA on 14 July 2026

Monthly Meeting including Wessex Water - The flood group met on 20" July 2026 and
received a presentation from Wessex Water representatives, Aaron Barton (Coast and
Rivers Community Partner) and Mark Bell (Community Outreach Partner). The
presentation covered the South Petherton water recycling system and was well received
with aN interactive question and answer session (slides below).
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Next Steps:
17" August 2026 — Flood Group Meeting 18:30 Blake Hall
19" August 2026 - Flood Café, Village Library 14:00 - 15:30

20" August 2026 - People’s Emergency Briefing 19:00 David Hall (TWIG invite see details
below, SRA representatives are also likely to attend).



People’s Emergency Briefing
Dear Kevin,

I am writing to invite the South Petherton Flood Group to attend a local screening of the
People’s Emergency Briefing film. Please circulate this invitation to your members.

Location: David Hall, South Petherton

Date: 20 August 2026
Time: 7pm

Link for free tickets:
https://www.tickettailor.com/events/treeandwildlifegroupsouthpetherton/2284911

The film presents expert evidence on increasing climate-related risks, including
flooding, heatwaves, infrastructure stress and systemic disruption. The initiative is
explicitly non-partisan, and is supported by a wide range of organisations including
National Trust, Church of England, Exeter University, the Royal Meteorological Society,
WWHF, National Education Union, and many more. The film features footage from last
November’s National Emergency Briefing, which brought together leading UK experts in
climate science, food security, health, economics, national security and nature.

Following the 50-minute film, we will host a 45-minute structured local discussion on
what this means for our community, including implications for local preparedness,
resilience and long-term planning. As an organisation responsible for preparedness and
emergency response, your insight would be especially valuable in the discussion. We
have also invited the Parish Councillors.

We would be honoured if you were able to attend.
With best wishes,
Emma Brooks

on behalf of TWiG
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