
South Petherton Community Flood Group 

Terms of Reference section 3 - Examples of Progress 

3. Responsibilities & Activities 

 • Conduct an assessment of current flood risks and vulnerabilities. 

 Community engagement after the flood to establish flood water flows 

 Catchment survey to understand hydrology (work with FWAG and SRA) 

 Detailed discussions with impacted residents and businesses 

 • Identify potential improvements to existing flood defences and response measures. 

 Brook vegetation cleared by working parties 

 Hele Lane cleared of debris by working parties 

 Major drains cleared by working parties and county roads engaged 

 Culverts surveyed 

 Catchment area “slow the flow areas” identified (with FWAG) 

 Modifications to Silver Street Bridge implemented 

 Wessex Water surveyed Sewers and cleared potential blockages (fatbergs) 

 EA engaged in desilting the brook (failed so far) 

 • Develop a flood warning system for properties at risk and vulnerable residents. 

 Manual depth gauges installed at 3 key flood warning trigger points 

 Experimental flood warning system developed and being tested 

 Flood warning forecasting system operational 

 Audible alarm planned for St James Mews (funded by SRA and PC) 

 Documented flood emergency plan in place 

 • Provide guidance on effective flood defence systems.  

 Individual property and business “flood plans” developed 

 At risk residents identified 

 Charity EVAG have visited most properties and provided flood kit 

• Identify and appoint Flood Wardens, ensuring training given and role holders 
cascaded for awareness. 



 Volunteer flood wardens identified 

 Training being developed 

 Operational plans documented 

 Evacuation centres identified and procedures being developed 

Close working relationships developed with Care Home and Co-op, Blake Hall 
and David Hall 

Grant secured for flood warden kit and associated equipment (SRA and PC) 

 • Support the installation of flood defences for vulnerable properties and residents. 

 Flood warden/resident buddy system developed 

 Flood forecasting and warning procedure developed 

 • Establish a coordinated response plan for flood events.  

 Plan tested in January and lessons learnt meeting held 

• Provide immediate post-flood support. 

 Plan tested in January (one property garden pumped out) 

 • Develop strategies to enhance long-term flood resilience, including. 

Working with FWAG, SRA, EA and property developers to develop longer-term 
flood risk reduction measures (mainly flood water attenuation in the catchment) 


