S P SOUTH PETHERTON PARISH COUNCIL

South Petherton Parish Office
Unit One, Frogmary Green Farm, West Street, South Petherton TA13 5DJ

Tel: 01460 241002 E-Mail: clerk@southpethertonparishcouncil.gov.uk

Minutes of the Meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held at the William Blake
Memorial Hall, South Petherton on Monday 1%t December 2025 at 6.30pm when the following business
was conducted:

PRESENT: Clirs R Killen (Chairman), S Gold, T New, the Clerk and Deputy Clerk. 1 member of the public was
present. Clirs Richards and Swainson were in attendance although not members of the Finance and
General Purposes Committee.

Public Question Time

A member of the public raised questions regarding the treatment of VAT in the accounts, the funding of special
projects and whether the overall budget for 2025/26 was forecast to be under or overspent, to which the Clerk
provided verbal replies.

FGP12.1 To receive and agree apologies for non-attendance.
Apologies were received from Clirs A Dance, N Balfe, S Carp and N Wakely.

FGP12.2 To receive any declarations of interest.
There were no declarations of interest.

FGP12.3 To receive and approve the Minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Committee Meeting held
on Monday 1% September 2025.
The members unanimously approved the minutes of the previous meeting which the Chairman signed
as an accurate record of the meeting. Proposed and seconded. 3-0-0

FGP12.4 Matters for report purposes only.
(a) To receive and note October 2025 all bank reconciliation and receipt list
Noted and agreed.
(b) To note Deputy Clerk additional 5 hours for 6 months for set up of Scribe cemetery has finished
Noted and agreed.
(c) To note PATA Payroll 2026 charges
Noted and agreed.

FGP12.5 Items for debate and decision.

(a) To note the items of expenditure and approve the payments list
The Chairman advised that there was one further payment to be added for the erection of the
Christmas lights in the village. It would be recorded in the January 2026 payments list. Noted and
agreed. Proposed and seconded. 3-0-0

(b) Consider grant (if any) to Yeovil Town Council following their Clerk’s presentation
Following a short debate, it was proposed that no grant be offered to Yeovil Town Council for the
Octagon Theatre project. Proposed and seconded. 3-0-0

(c) Agree to purchase 20 large poppies for lamp posts for 2026 remembrance @ £95.00
Agreed. Proposed and seconded. 3-0-0

(d) Agree budget for 2026/2027 financial year
The Chairman advised that the 4 main projects within the 2026/27 budget were the re-building of the
car park wall in Prigg Lane, new fencing at the Lightgate Lane recreation area, the feasibility study for
the school crossing at Hayes End, and the purchase of a second defibrillator for Over Stratton. This
represented a 9.68% increase on the previous year. Proposed and seconded. 3-0-0.

(e) Agree precept request to Somerset Council in January 2026
Agreed. Proposed and seconded. 3-0-0

(f) Agree potential (if any) uplifts on rentals where possible and feasible
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The Clerk advised that any uplift in rent for the organisations leasing Parish Council land or buildings
would have to be given due notice so it was likely to be from April 2027. It was agreed to defer
discussion of this item to the next meeting of the Parish Council.

(g) Resolve to move £35,000 from Natwest business account to CCLA to maximise interest and reduce
risk
The Chairman and Clerk advised that although the Financial Services Compensation Scheme (FSCS)
deposit protection limit in the UK had been increased from £85,000 to £120,000 per authorised
financial institution, effective 1 December 2025, it was wise to proceed with the proposed movement
of funds to maximise the Council’s interest. Proposed and seconded. 3-0-0

FGP 12.6 Other matters referred to the Clerk
The Clerk advised that the North Chapel at the Cemetery required some pointing work and it was
sensible to have that done whilst the scaffolding was still in place for the roofing works. The higher
pointing would be done and the lower pointing could be completed over a number of years.

FGP 12.7 Date of next meeting — Monday 2" March 2026 at The William Blake Memorial Hall

Meeting closed at 6.57pm
Signed:

Date:



